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Congressional
FLORIDA AND LOUISIANA.

The Presidential Election in those
States in 1876.

Movement Begun for an Investi¬
gation.

[ 8ENATE.
Washikotoh, May 13.

MrJohuon introduced a bill to lerr.
V the Moflett bell punch, a tax on

liquors in all placea in the Duiriot where

birred U *re "°'J bj dfinlc. Ke-,
Mr. Morrill presented a petition of a

I all dozen mechanic* of Bonlon favorloir
the repeal of the eijtht hour law. Thef

pM^'Vi'0 m workmen em¬

ployed br the aorernment for eleht
workm"

Mr. C0D0Ter, from the Committee on
Posloflices and Poetroads, reported an
amendment lo tbe Poetoflice Appropria¬
tion bill, authorizing the Postmaster
General to advertise for carrying the
mrila between Han Francisco and Hong
Kong, touching at Yokohama, and to pay
therefor not exceeding $30 per mile.
The President pro tem laid before the

Senate a communication from the Secre¬
tary of War, calling attention to the fact
that the payment of claim* for bounty
and arrears of par due discharged sol¬
diers will cease the 30th of June next,
unless the necessary money be appropri¬
ated. Referred.
A communication was preeented from

the Secretary of the Treasury enclosing
the draft of a bill to prevent frauds on
customs, and calling attention to tbe ne¬
cessity of passing such a law. Referred.
Mr. Mazer introduoed a bill providing

for the mail steamship service between
Galveston and Vera Cruz, touching at
Brazos, Santiago and Tampico. it pro¬
vides that the contract shall be made
with the understanding that whatever
amount is paid by the United States an

equal amount will be paid by Mexico,
tbe round trip to be made once ever three
weeks, Referred.
Tbe amemdment increasing the ap¬

propriation for compensation to railway
postoflice clerksfrom $1,275,000 to$1,325,-
UOO was agreed to. Also an amendment
striking out the clause providing that
postal clerks, route agents and mail route
messengers shall not be required to wear
uniforms others than cap or badge.
Mr. Maxey, from tbe Committee on

Postoffices and Poatroads, submitted an

amendment, already published, providing
for semi-monthly mail steamships be¬
tween the United States and Brazil, the
steamers leaving New Orleans and New
York once every two weeks.
Mr. Edmunds raised apoint of order

that this amendment was contrary to the
27th rule, and proposed general legisla¬
tion.
A long discussion ensued, Messrs Divis,

of West Virginia, Maxey and Ferry ad¬
vocating the amendment, and Messrs.
Thurman, Bailey and other* opposing on
different grounds.

In the course of the discussion a letter
was received from the Manager of the
existing English line saving that they
could not compete for subsidy and did
not want adverse legislation.
Mr. Blane said if that letter was not

a check be did not know what it was.
Pending the discussion on Mr. Edmonds
point of order, the Senate adjourned.

jhouse.
PBOVIDIRO AOAIK3T COMMUNISM.

The vote by which the main queition
was ordered on the bill to regulate inter-
State Commerce waa reconsidered, and
the bill went over until to-morrow.
Mr. Lapham introduced a joint resolu¬

tion reciting tbe danger to which the
country mar be subjected by the threat-
i-ned eruption of Sitting Bull, by raids
across the Mexican and Canadian bor¬
der*,and by insurrection in several States
such as occurred last year, authorising
the President, if, in his judgment, it may
seem necessary,to increase the army dur¬
ing the recess of Congress by tbe enlist¬
ment of volunteers not to exceed 75,000 in
number.
Mr. Potter as a question of privilege

presented the following preamble and
resolution.
Whereas, The Slate of Maryland has

by its Legislature formally declared that
due effect was not given to the electoral
vote cast by that State on the sixth day
of December, 1876. by reason of fraudu¬
lent returns in electoral votes from the
States of Florida and Louisiana, and
Whereas, An affidavit by Samuel B.

McLin, Chairman of the Board of 8tate
Canvasser* of the State of Florida for the
election held in that 8tate in November
1876 for the electora of President and
Vice President has been made public,
alleging force and fraudulent returns
in the votes for such election in that
State, whereby the choice of people in that
State was annulled and reveraed and that
action of the Board of State Canvauers
making such returns was influenced by
the conduct and promise of the Hon. Ed¬
ward F. Noyes, now Minister to the
Government of Frsnce; and
Whereas, It is alleged that conspira¬

cy existed in the 8tate of Louisiana,
whereby the Republican vote In all the
precincts ol tbe Parish of East Feliciana
and in some of tbe Precincts of West Fe-
leciana, at the general election in No*
vember '26,1876, was purposely withheld
from the polls to afford a pretext for the
exclusion by the Returning Board of that
State of the vote cast in these Precincts
for the electors of President and Vice
President, and that James £. Anderson,
Superfisorof Registrstion of East Fele-
ciana, and D. A. Wells, Supervisor of
Registration in the Pariah of West
Fefaaana, in that State, in furth¬
erance of that conspiracy false¬
ly protested thst tbe election in
such preciocts had not been fsir and
free, and that the State Returning Board
thereupon falsely and fraudulently ex¬
cluded the Totes of said precincts and by
means thereof and of other false and
fraudulent action by the Returning Board
the choice of the people of that State was
annulled and reversed, and that such
action of said Wells and Anderson was
induced or eocouraged by the assa ranees
of Hon. John 8beruian, Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States; and
Whereas, Thegrarity of these charges,

the nature of the evidence upon which
they are reported to be based, and the
official dignity and position of the per¬
sons named in connection with said frauds,
make it proper that the same should be
inquired into, to the end that the honor
of the nation may be vindicated and tbe
truth as to such elections made known;
therefore be it
Rnohtd, That a select committee, con¬

sisting of eleven members of this House'
be appointed to inquire Into the afore¬
said allegation as to the conduct of the
persons in office aforesaid in respect of
said election and into the alleged false
sod fraudulent canvass, and the return of
the votes by the state, county, pariah and

£recinct officers In tbe aaid states of Lou-
iana and Florida, and into all facta

which in the judgment of aaid committee
are connected with or pertinent thereto,
and that aaid committee for the purpose
of executing tble resolution, shall hare
power to send for persona and papers; to
administer oaths and to take testimony
snd in their discretion to detail aub-com-
mittees, with like fall authority of aaid
Committee, in every particular, and with
power to set in Florida and. Loulaiana,
which aub-committees shall be commit¬
tees of this House, and tbe Chairman
thereof shall be authorixed to adtniniater
oaths; that said committee and sub-com¬
mittee* may employ atenograpbera and
be attended each by a deputy sergeant-
at-arms, and may ait during the aeaaiona
of this House and during vacation, and
that said committee proceed in this inqui;
ry and have leave to report at any time.

DBCC8SIO* OP TBI AFFAIB.
The preamble and resolution having

been read Mr. Conger said they did not
present the question of privilege, snd
that the powers proposed in the resolu¬
tion could not be given by a mere majori¬
ty vote, but would require a suspension
of the rules.
Mr. Potter aaid one would suppose that

if there was any subject which should
be entitled to preference in this House in
respect to the order of buaineaa, it was
the aubject brought to its notice by the
memorial of a sovereign State touching
th? official conduct of high officers of the
Government.
Mr. Conger.Has the memorisl of tbe

State of Maryland been committed to the

f»ntleman from New York, so that he
any poasemion of it on which to offer

auch a resolution?
Mr. Potter.I am now apeaking only

to the question of order. Later on. if 1
have an opportunity to say anythiug, I
(¦hall be able to make answer to tbe in¬
quiry the gentleman has just put to me.

Now as to the question of order. It
seems to me that to state this case is to
srgue it. If for reasons that appear on

the face of this resolution this inquiry is
not privileged, then nothing can by its
nature be privileged. If the House of
Representatives ought to give preference
to tbe consideration of any subject, a aub¬
ject of the magnitude of this one to which
the resolution relates ougbt certainly to
have auch preference.Mr. Hale argued from the rules and
manual that the resolution did not pre¬
sent a question of privilege. If the reso¬

lution proposed or was intended to sub«
vert the accepted result in the Presiden¬
tial election, then there might be some
claim that it did present a question of
privilege, but as a mere expression of
opinion it did not present any such ques-
tion.
Mr. Garfield also argued sgainat tbe

resolution being a privileged one. He
said the gentleman from New York
bases his claim that it is a privileged
question on the fact that it is a memorial
from a sovereign 8tate, and is therefore
entitled to a very high place in the con-

aideration of this House. I think the
gentleman from New York was unfortu¬
nate in planting his ca«e on that idea.
The States of the Union are represented
by individual members, who are sent here
to speak and vote for their States, and in
no other way whatever can a State of the
Union be heard on this door, except un¬

der rule 6, which is a recent modification
.that on Monday morning's call joint
resolutions of State and Territorial Leg¬
islatures may be introduced for printing
and reference.
Tbe 8peaker.Would the gentleman

from Ohio deny to state the right of peti¬
tion as given in the Constitution.
Mr. Garfield.Oh, a Bute has of course

the right of petition.
The Speaker.A memorial is a peti¬

tion, ami is provided for in the Constitu¬
tion wherein it is stated that Congress
shall make no law abridging the right of
the people to (petition the government
for redress of grievances.

Mr. Garfield.The Speaker'* reference
to right and petition is entirely unneces¬

sary. That qoeation was discussed on

this very Maryland reaolution and every-
body here granted perfect and unques¬
tioned right of petition, but the right of
action here on tnia floor ia quite adifler-
eot thing, and the question of whether it
rise* to the dignity of a privileged ques¬
tion depends on the right of action which
somebody can demand of the House. This
i« a queation of privilege without doubt,
provided the mover of it alleges that
he proposes to follow it up aa a matter of
impeachment* It be says that tbia is
a proceeding intended to pave the way
of impeachment,then doubtless it may be a

question of privilege. If be says that this
i* a proposition by the House to raise
and determine the question of the title
of the President to the office which he
holds, then I answer that the question
has been determined by the joint voice of
the two Houses of Congress, and it is be¬
yond the resell of this House. If, again,
the object of the resolution is merely to

organirea committee for campaign pur-
]K»es (to make campaign literaturo for
the fall), then the exigencies of a polit-
cal party have neter yet risen to the
dignity of questions of privilege; further¬
more there is in this resolution a propo¬
sition that the committee shall have the
right to sit in recess. Neither of those
propositions can be adopted by a major¬
ity vote, and I therefore reserve that
point of order until an opportunity ahall
arise. I am glad, at least, after
the leng threat that has been hanging
over the country, that these gents, in the
language of Shakespeare, "have left off
then* damnable facea and begun;" and
now let the play go on. (Applause on
the Republican aide).
Mr. Mills argued that the resolution

did not present the question of privilege.
He could find no shelter for it tinder the
Constitution, unless under that power of
the Constitution which gate the House
power to originate an impeachment
against the President for high crimes and
misdemeanors. But in order to make it
a question of privilege, under that Con*
atitutiooal provision, the resolution
must contain a charge against the Presi¬
dent of sufficient gravity to justify the
House in putting him on trial for im¬
peachment. The frauds alleged in the
reaolution bad been once investigated,
and a competent body, uoder the Con¬
stitution, had declared 'the present in¬
cumbent of the Presidency to be duly
elected under the Constitution and law,
and that was the end of it. The power
no longer existed in the 45th Congress,
and any attempt by the 45th Congress, to
exercisesuch power over the Presidential
election waa usurpation. This Congress
had no power at all over that question.
Whatever power the Constitution vested
in either House of Congress on such a

subject had been exerciaed by the Forty-
fourth Congress, and there remained not a

shadow of right on the part of this Con¬
gress to exercise such power. The only
power which this House had over the
President was the power to impeach him
for aome crime or misdemeanor which he
himself committed; bat not for the frauds
which others done in bringing him to
the Preeidency. If this House bad the

EE.r to ioTeetigatequeationa aa to how
es obtained the Presidency it also
the power to investigate the meana

by which.James K. Polk obtained it, and
it might alao go back to the daya of Geo.
Washington and bring the facta of hia
election before the people. He repeated
that any attempt by this House to inves¬

tigate and undo what had been done by
the 44th Congress in declaring who waa
Presldsnt was nothing short ol usurpa¬tion. [Applanee on the Republican sids.]
JMr. Cox, X. Yn read an extract from

the decision of the Electoral Commission
on the Florida cue, and charged Gar¬
field (one of the commissioners) with
having either a convenient conscience or
convenient logic. It »e«ined to him (Cox)
that whatever steps. might be taken to
reach that great tranaaction the gentle¬
man from Ohio held that they were out*
aide of the record aliunde. So far as the
question of privilege waa concerned this
waa a question of nigh privilege, non ccn

Hal, that it muat lead to impeachment.
Mr. Potter held that the privilege ask-

ed for was only the privilege of having
now considered the resolution presented.
The privilege to which the resolution was
entitled arose from the fact that
it had .been set in motion first
by the public, formal action
of a eovereign State, and, aecond, the
nature of the aubjectto which it referred.
Gentlemen on tbe other aide had been
quick to declare that if he (Potter) would
aay that the purpose of the resolution was
to impeach and unseat the President they
would admit it was in order. That be
declined to declare. If that construction
given to the rule J)j tbe gentleman from
Maine (Hale) waa right (that the limita¬
tion of the privilege in reference to the
election of a President was an inquiry in
reference to his election before he is
nested or with a view to unseating him)
that was a construction which would for¬
ever prohibit the House from inquiring
into frauds that had been successfully
committed and which had come to its
knowledge after their successful ac¬

complishment. If there was anything
in tbe nature of a fraud that made it
desirable to be inquired into, it was when
the fraud bad been successful. and if the
House refused to inquire because the
frauda had succeeded, then the commit¬

ting of such lrauds would be encouraged
and the failure to investigate ao far from
securing, would jeopardize the peace and
security of the country.
The Speaker.The issue involved is a

new one in the history of this country
and an examination of the basis on which
tbe preamble and resolution are intro¬
duced is proper.The Legislature of Maryland passed a

joint resolution touching the subject
treated of in the presmble and resolution
juat received. A copy of that resolution
of Maryland has been remitted to this
House in which the following language
is used: "That full effect has not been
given to tbe electoral vote cast by Mary¬
land on the 6th day of November, 1876,
by reason of fraudulent returns made
from other States and allowed to be
counted provisionally by the Commission
and aubject to judicial revision." If, as

it is alleged, the returusfrom Louisiana
and Florida which were cast for the
present occupant of the Presidential
chair, were fraudulent and void, here is
the appeal of a 8tate of this Union to the
Federal legislative power for a correction
of the high grievance aaid to have been
committed in the States of Florda and
Louisiana sgainst the right* of the State
of Maryland, in having by fraud in aaid
States of Florida and Louisiana produced
a different result in the election of a

President and Vice President from that
actually decreed bv tbe neopls themselves
at the polls; whether these allegations
csn be sustained by proof, it is not for the
Chair to consider. It is enough for the
Chair to know that they came from a

power which,within its limits,is recogniz¬
ed as sovereign by the Constitution, and
that the issue involved runs to
the welfare of-4he people of the States.
Nor is it within the range of propriety for
the Chair to express an opinion as to
how far such investigation should go to
reach the facts, nor what limits should
be set upon iL A higher privilege than^the
one here involved, and broadly and di¬
rectly presented as to the rightful occu¬

pancy of the Chief Executive Chair of the
Government, and as to the connection oi11
high government officials with the
frauds alleged, the Chair is unable to con¬

ceive.
The Chair finds enumerated among the

questions of privilege set down in the
manual the following: "The election of
President." The Chair therefore rules
that the preamble and resolution embrace
questions of privilege of the highest
character, and the Chair recogniies the
right of the gentleman from New York
to answer the same. [Applause on the
Democratic side.] The other points are

of course held in reserve.
Mr. Conger appealed from the decision

of the chair.
Mr. Potter moved to lay the appeal on

the table, and the motion waa agreed to.
Yeas 128, nays 108.
A party vote except Fort, Mitchell and

Battler, who voted with the Democrats
and Buckner and Mills voting with the
Republicans. ....

Mr. Kegan desiring to justify himself
in voting in support of the resolution,
stated while he agreed with his colleague,
Mills, that the retrial of the Presidential
question could not be had by the House,
the resolution in alleging that great
frauds had been perpetrated, raised the
question of the highest previlege.
Mr. Conger raised the point of order,

that as the resolution gave the committee
unusual power to ait during rec«s, re¬

port at any time,and for the chairman of
the aub-commlttee. lo idminiiltr oalhi
it co 11111 not be adopted by a mere ma-

ority vote, and al»o tbat an the rwolu-
lion iprovided for the expenditure of
money, it must be first consider¬
ed inCommitteof the Whole.
Mr. Sayler argued that the committee

could, by a simple majority vote, be an-

tborized to sit during recess. He quoted
in support that of view precedent in the
case of the famous Gardner investiga¬
tion. He admitted, however, in that case

that the question had not been raised.
Mr. Garfield claimed that his colleague

had *hown no precedent that had any
force. He had never heard it claimed
tbat the proposition to sit during recess

could be adopted by a mere majority
vote.
The Speaker ruled that aa to the right

of the chairman ol the inb committee to
adminuter oatha, tbat iu a matter
to be decided by the committee itaelf. II
it waa contrary to la* then it did not
matter whether the power waa given by a

two-tbird rote or by a majority vote.
After some argument aa to the rule ap*

plying lo the caee, in which Mew.
Tbompeon, Butler, Sayler and Caawell
took part, the Speaker overruled the
point ol order aa to the power ol the
committee to ait during receea.

The next point diacuaaed waa on the
right ol the chairmen ol the inb-com-
mitteee to adminlater oatha, (including
the chairman ol the committee) and the
rulea declared that the firat named mem¬
ber ol the committee ahonld be chair,
man; and in hla abaence, the next in or¬

der and ao on. The Bouae could not by
a dimple resolution aay differently from
the rulea' that the chairman of the aub-
committee waa chairman ,of the com-

""The ipeaker overruled the point of
order on the ground that if the Houm
¦hould authorise the appointment ol eub
commltteea in the manner provided, the
chairmen of auch committee, would have
power under the very worde of the alat-
ate to adminlater oatha. He alao over¬

ruled the point aa to the expenditure ol
money.
Mr. Garfield made a pout of order

that it required a two-lbirda vote to give
a committee power lo report at any time.
The Speaker auitained the point when

Potter struck oat that part of the reeola*
^
Mr. Halt asked Potter to yield to him

to offer an amendment.
Mr. Potter said he introduced the reso¬

lution at the requeat of hia political aa-

sociatea made this morning.gentlemen
whose wiah he did not (eel at liberty to
refuse. The resolution contemplate*
nothing hot an inquiry into the facta of
the electoral Totea ot Florida and Loui¬
siana, and aa to the participation of the
officers of theGorernment in connection
with the frauds there, that can be done
after the inquiry is completed. What
ought to be done ahould be determined
only after the inquiry has been had. Mr.
Potter then moved the previoua cjuMtion,
saying the House could determine by a
vote on that motion if the matter should
be further debated.
Mr. Hale said he had an amendment to

offer which was clearlv germaine to the
resolution, and he submitted that in all
falrnesa he should be permitted to offer
it. He hoped the gentleman (Potter)
would not seek here and now to stifle
further debate, or to prevent the Repub¬
lican aide from offering amendments that
would make the investigation exhaustive
and searching. He therefore asked the
gentleman to yield to him to offer an
amendment.
Mr. Potter.I will yield to the gentle¬

man to state the nature of the amend¬
ment. It may be that in the form of an
amendment he merely wanta to get in a

speech.
Mr. Hale.The better way is to allow

the amendment to be read.
Mr. Potter.The gentleman from

Maine ia exceedingly familiar with par¬
liamentary law, and is able to state the
nature of his amendment, and when he
states it, then I will allow it to be offered.
Mr. Hale.Then I will read the amend*

ment.
Mr. Potter.I did not ask the gentleman

to do ac; I asked him to state what the
the nature of the amendment was.
Mr. Hale.I think I may be allowed

to say that this matter has not come up
suddenly; it was considered a loop time by
the gentleman and his associates, but
it was never known when it would be
sprung on the House. Feeling that it
was booming of course a party matter, I
consulted with the Speaker and received
of him the assurance (I am glad to say
that in these matter* the Speaker ia al-
wa?s ready to give the minority a chance
to be heard) that thia side of the House
should be represented in this matter and
should have an opportunity of presenting
its propositions. All that will come
from the gentleman's yielding to
my corteous request is that my
amendment may come in here is an op¬
portunity to vote on it. He and his as¬

sociate* may vote it down if they will,
and we will then vote on the resolution.
He will see, however, that my amendment
is germane to the resolution, i* in the
direction of investigation, and that ao far
from narrowing the investigation or

stilling it in the least degree, it aenda to
this select committee for a purpose the
subject matter only connected with the
subject matter of the original resolution,
and that it departs not one iota from the
great subject matter of investigation of
the alleged frauds attendant on the Pres¬
idential election. 1 a*k him now, as he
seeks full investigation, that he does not
here by the power which he has of man¬

aging thif* resolution throttle the right
of this side of the House to offer an

amendment.
The Speaker.The Chair desires to say

in corroboration of the gentleman from
Maine that the chair did state this, that
if the gentleman from Maine desired to
submit an amendment he would be recog-
nixed by the Chair for that purpose, pro¬
vided the gentleman who was in charge'
of the proposed resolution gave him an

opportunity tooffer it. Then the gentle¬
man from Maine asked whether an

amendment, being germane to the sub¬
ject matter, was not as much a question
of privilege as the original resolution,
and the Chair told him that if the amend¬
ment was competent as a question of
privilege the Chair would give him the

Erivilege of offering the proposition in
is own right.
Mr. Hale.I admit clearly that the re¬

sponsibility is not with the Chair, but
with the gentleman (Potter) representing
the majority on the other side. My
amendment is here (holding^ it up in his
band), and I desire to offer it.
Mr. Potter.I sccept all the responsi¬

bility that belongs to me as to the ques¬
tion of determining if the amendment
shall come in. I do not yield to allow
the amendment to be offered. The final
responsibility, however, does not reet on

me but upon the House of Representa¬
tives, which may refuse to second the
previous question, but the gentleman has
made noanswer to my request to state what
his amendment relate* to any more than
he say* it relates to a general subject of
the alleged presidential frauds.
Mr. Hale.Will the gentleman let the

amendment be read and he will under¬
stand what it is. I will send it to the
clerk's desk. [ Shouts of no, do, from
the Democratic side.]
Mr. Potter.The gentleman can an-

swer if he chooses, and if he refuies to
answer and insists on giving me an an¬

swer to inquire of foolscap, then, I say, it
is not such an appeal to my courtesy as

I ought to yield to, for ought I know it
mav refer to other state* than the states
of Florida and Louisiana.
Mr. Hi!e.Then the gentleman seems

to limit his investigation to selected
States and will not allow it to go outside.
In that the reason why he will not admit
my amendment? I tell the gentleman
plainly that my amendment is not con¬

fined to Florida and Louisiana.
Mr. Potter.Now I have got at last an

answer to my inquiry, and I decline to
yielfrfor the amendment. If frauds were

attempted in Florida and Louisiana they
were carried out auccessfulty and became
operative. If the object of the amend¬
ment of the gentleman from Maine ia to
show there were frauds in South Caro¬
lina by which the electoral vote of that
State was counted for Hayes whan it ought
to have been coonted for Tilden I shall
be prepared to answer as to an amend¬
ment ot that sort, but the gentleman from
Maine will not venture to declare any¬
thing of the kind.
Mr. Hale.in other words you mean

to aay that any frauda that apply to one
side are to be looked into and any frauds
committed by the gentleman's own party
are to be excluded. [Applause on the
Republican side.]
Mr. Potter.Oh, no, the world of wrong

is very wide. If the gentleman wishes to
inquire into the matters of moral delin¬
quencies outside of Florida and Louie*
iana I do not object Let him introduce
his resolution for that purpose and have
himself put at the head of the committee
aod go into that investigation. [Ap¬
plause on the Democrat aide.] laeek
nothing of the kind, I am not aiming at

peraona, I desire to ascertain if the fraud
in the electoral vote of these States was

really perpetrated, and if so how it waa
perpetrated, in order that such frauda
may be prevented hereafter.
Mr. Hale.and the gentleman denies

any attempt at investigation in American
history perpetrated by his own party in
half a dozen other State*,he refuses to let
that investigation go to his committee.
Mr. Potter.I will voU for any kind of

an investigation you seek, but the amend>
ment you propose is not germane to thia
resolution and ia intended to prevent an
effectual investigation.

Mr. Hale.But the gentleman will not
let it go to the committee of which he ia
the head. I do not ask for the appoint¬
ment of a committee with a majority from
thia side of the House, but I ask that the
Inquiry which the gentleman's resolution
proposes be as sweeping as the country
de*ires it.
Mr. Potter.Well, let the gentleman

from Maine sweep the dirt for himself.
[Laughter on the Democratic aide.1
Mr. Hale.The gentleman evidently

does not mean to sweep. [Laughter on
the Republican aide.]
Mr. Potter.Not with the inefficient

broom you would like uaed.
Mr. Garfield took the door, but waa

met with calls to order on the Democratic
aide.
Mr. Potter.I yield to any of the viait*

ing statesmen. [Laughter.]
Mr. Garfield.I understood the gentle*

man from New York to sty, when he waa
first up, that he waa not aeeking to in-
veatigate the Presidential title, but to in¬
vestigate the question of fraud in the
Presidential election. Now, if that ia so,
I can only say to the gentleman's last
position that be will not investigate the
alleged fraud in any State unless the vote
ofthat8tate was necessary to put the
President in the Chair is in conflict with
that idea. It seems to me that my friend
utterly changes his position now to one
of seeking to get at the Presidential title.
If he in seeking to get at^ the question oi
fraud in the Presidential election, he
will get, I believe, the unanimous vote of
this side of the House to pass his resolu*
tion,provided he will enlarge it to take in
all other cases where there is a real bon-
afide allegation and belief by a large
body of people of fraud fullv as

great as any thing he believes
to have existed in Florida or
Louisiana. If he will enlarge hia resolu*
tion in that way it will have my vote and
the vote of every man on this side of the
House (several Republicans, "every
man,"); but if be selects a certain narrow
limit of alleged fraud, which, in case it
is true, can only revert to the political
advantsgeof one political party, and not
to the general ndvantage of truth in the
republic, be will occupy a position at
which all honorable men will grieve, to*
wit. a narrow, partissn, unjust investi¬
gation. [Applause on the Republican
side.] Therefore I ask him to let the
amendment be offered.
Mr. Potter.The gentleman from Ohio

says I hate changed my ground, and that
I want to attack the Presidential title.
Not at all. Whatever may happen to the
Presidential title u a reault ol this inqui¬
ry it does not concern me now. I have said
and I repeat that I hate no purpose of
disturbing it. He savs if I would only
want to investigate the election frauds
the other side of the House would be glad
to go into a general and sweeping inves¬
tigation; that is, one so general that it
would never eventuate in any examina¬
tion at all. But there is between these
two extremes a very obvious distinction.
I seek to investigate not with a view to
disturbing the President, or with any
other view to the disturbance of the set¬
tled results. I seek to investigate frauds
which became operative, which were suc¬

cessfully carried out, which were effective
and which were brought to our notice
by the memorial of a sovereign State of
of the Union. These are just exactly in
these two States and no more: therefor®
an investigation looking beyond these two
States would not be germane to the res¬

olution, and would be of no political
effect.

Mr. Conger took the floor, but was met
with loud shouts of order from the Dem¬
ocratic aide. He, however, succeeded in
saying that if the other side would not
permit his side to take any part in
framing the resolution, the Democratic
side might pass its resolution if it could.
(Applause on the Republican side).

Mr. Potter.The gentleman from Mich¬
igan is kind. We can do that without his
permission. But if be will offer a resolu¬
tion to investigate any frauds that be
may allege, we will be more liberal than
he proposes, and it will receive the votes
of this side of the House also.
Mr. Hale.I made my proposition in

good faith; the gents on the other aide
have declined it; now let them go on by
themselves.
Mr. Butler.Will the gentleman from

New York (Potter) allow me to add to
his resolution the words. South Carolina.
Mr. Garfield.Mississippi, also.
Mr. Potter.No, Mr. Speaker, for the

simple reason that no frauds in 8outb
Carolina or Mississippi became opera¬
tive. Distinction is obvious. I must
now insist on the previous question.
The Republican side ot the House

resorted to a parliamentary expedient of
witholding votes, so that when the ques¬
tion came to be tested by tellers there
were only 116 ayee to 1 no.no quorum
voting.
Mr. Potter moved the call of the House

which was made and all the Republicans
answered to their names, so that no

further proceedings under the call could
be taken.
Mr. Potter asked the Speaker whether,

if the House adjourned now, this aues-

tion would come up u unfinished busi¬
ness.
The Speaker said It would remain be¬

fore the House till disposed of.
Mr. Conger and other Republican

members of the House called upon the
Democratic side not to show signs of
weakness so early.
The taunt was answered juit as defi¬

antly, and it was intimated that the
question would remain before the House
until there were enough Democrat* pres¬
ent to constitute a quorum without the
aid of Hspublican votes. This will re¬

quire the presence of at least thirty more
Democrats than were in the House to day.
Mr, Potter moved to adjourn, and a

vote was take by yeas and nays.
The 8peaker.Prior to announcing the

result ol the vote the Chair announce*
with great sorrow the death of Joseph
Henry, an American, whoee scientific at¬
tainments are world wide, and who has
devoted a life time to the interests of
science, regardless of personal comfort or
emolument.
The vote was announced. Yea*, 118;

nays. 110.
Adjourned.

Ohio Legislature.
Columbus, May 13..The Senate met

at 4 o'clock and by a party vote adopted
a resolution rescinding the resolution for
an adjournment at 8 o clock to-day.
In the Senate the report of the Confer¬

ence Committee on the Appropriation
bill was agreed to and the Senate receded
from it* amendment.
A message was received from the Gov¬

ernor nominating John A. Shank, of
Hamilton: J. K. Kukenbrod, of Colum¬
biana, and Miles Montgomery, of Frank¬
lin, to be Trustees of the Imbecile Asy¬
lum.

In the Senate a resolution was offered
and adopted providing for an adjourn¬
ment next Wednesday morning ai 9
o'clock.

The Haj Festival.
Cincinnati, 0., May 13..The work o

decorating the city for the week of the
musical festival ha* been rapidly pro¬
gressing, and the public building*, busi¬
ness house*, and many dwelling* are pro¬
fusely and beautifully decorated. Indi-
cation* are at present that the festival
will open to-morrow evening with an au¬
dience only limited by the capacity of
Muaic Hall

Returned*
New Yoek, May..Murat Halstead,

editor of the Cincinnati Oommacial, re¬
turned to New York from Europe to-;

Crookednews and Wickedness.
New Yoek, May 12..Edward Barn**,

former clerk of Jacob Stoneman, ot
Cleveland, wu arrested to-day on a

charge smbexzlsmenU

FOREIGN NEWS.
flOTement lor a Navjr.

St. Potmbobo, May 13.. Count
Schouvaloff hM arrived.
The official messenger publishes a pro*

clamatioo calling for a aabtcriplion for
the organization of a volunteer fleet in
order to defend the juit cause in case the
adversary of Russia should provoke war.
Czarewitch will receive the subscriptions
in St. Petersburg.

AFBIID Or A COUP DK MAIN.

Pni, May 12..The Banians declare
that even if the Turks surrender the fort*
reseee their troops will only withdraw
from Constantinople when the British
fleet retires.
The arrival of the cavalry and infan*

try reinforcements at San Stefano has re¬
vived uneasiness and apprehension of a

coup de main.
ENGLARB.

The Ureal Mlrlkc.lompromlie
Possible.

London, Mav 13..The cotton masters
have granted the operatives their request
for an interview on Tuesday. It is be¬
lieved a compromise will be effected.
The Queen, Crown Princess of Ger¬

many, and the Duke of Cambridge to-day
reviewed 14,000 regular troops at Alder*
shalt.

UERH41IY.

Bkblin, Mav 13..Among the tele-

K>ms congratulating the Emperor upon
escape from assassination was one

signed "The President of the French Re¬
public.McMahon," which has made an

especially favorable impression.
Frost and the Crops.

Ntw York, Mav 13..The heavy frosts
in parts ol this State and Pennsylvania
did considerable damage to the crope.

marine Intelligence.
London, Mav 13..The Sardinia has

been floated and returns to Liverpool.
FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL

BY TELEGRAPH.

Hew York VIonej and Mtocfcc
N*W Tobk, May 13..MONKY-3a5per

cent, cloning at 3& Prima mercantile pa¬
per 4a5 per cant. Caatoma receipt*
000. The Aaaiatant Treasurer disbursed
$191,000. Clearing $12,000,000. Sterling,
long AM, abort 4.88K-
Gold.Opened at 100X, and cloaed at

100% all sale* of the day having been at
tbeae figures. Borrowing rate* Kal per
cent, loana were alao made flat and Ka2 per
cent for carrying.
Governments.Strong.

Doited Btataa 8* of 1881, oouponi- _ 10"
Flr^Twenties (IBM) Q*w~~ _lKli
FlTe-Twentlaa (1*7) 100$
rre-TwraUM (1186) ..10V
New Flm............¦ 104*
Saw Foot and a halfi 10M
Tan-lortles 106$
Tao-fortlaa (ooupooj) 106
Currencv Ilia 119)
New Foun......~................. 1COJ
Bailroad Bonds-Finn.
Statk Bonds.Steady.
Stockb.Oponed firm and a fraction

higher, bat prices aubseqaently fell XalX
percent After tbe fi rat Board a firmer
feeling aet in, and there waa a general re*
covery of J^al per cent. The moat promi¬
nent Blocks were the Bock Island, Ht
Paul, Lake Shore and Lackawannu. In
the afternoon the market wm lower, under
an increaaed preaanre to aell western stock.
On the reporta of froat in the weat there
waa a recovery of X to H per cent, and a
ateadier feeling. At an election for officer*
of the Exchange to-day 814 votes were poll¬ed, the largest number ever cast. Much
peraonal feeling waa developed growing out
of the efforts of Mr. Wheelock for readmit-
aion to the Board. The intereat taken in
the election interferred considerable with
the boaineaaof the day.
Transactions aggregated 94,000 shares,

of which 11,000 were Erie, 11,700 Lake
8hore, 2,700 Wabash. 22,000 Northwestern
common, 14,000 preferred, 9,500 Bock J si-
and, 8,700 tit. Paul common, 1,000 pre¬
ferred. 4,700 Lackawanna, 1,100 Delaware
and Hudson, 3,700 Ohioa, and 3.9C0 Pacific
Mail.
Western Union 81

- 16

Mariposa preferred.
Adams ELxpraaa 103

Z£a^±5*
Daltad Btaiss. 49
New York Central 108
Kris 12
Erie preferred 81
WtiIm -,,,|47
Michigan Central... 87
P*n*ms................. 1H
Da Ion Pacific 68%|Laks Chore. 61^'
Illinois Central 78
Plttabarfh 74
Northwestern cool. 49j4i
Northwa«Urn pfd_ 7lXl

aac.4L
New Jersey Central 1!

St. Faol pr«l«rr»d...
Wabash 18#
Fort Wsyn*. 9)
Chicago a Alton 72
Chicago A Alton pfd 99
OhloAMlartarippJ.. 8*
Terra Hauts 8
Terre Hsute pfd~... 10
Delaware A Lacks... 84
A. A P. Telegraphs 21
Missouri PadfleTZ. 1J<
Buruneton A Quln_102
Hannibal A BU Joe. U%
Central Pac. boodaJ07x
Dnlon Psdflc bondslOT^
Land Grants. 10*54
U. P. alnklng fond 96^

Cincinnati.
Cincinnati, Mar 13..Cotton. Firmer

but not qaotably lower at lOXc. Floor.
steady with a fair demand; tamily $5 00a
8 25. Wheat. Quiet; red at $1 12al 17.
Corn.Steady and in good demand at 43a
44c. Oats.Steady with a fair demand at 28
aSlc. Bye.Good demand bnt firm at 60a
62c. Barley.Fair demand, acarce and
firm; choice fall 40a45c. Pork.Quiet at
$9 00. Lard.Quiet; ateam at 7c. kettle 7K
7Kc; current make $6 70 bid, $6 80 aaked.
Balk Meat*.Qaiet bat firm; $3 75a5 00.
Bacon.Doll and prices a shade lower at
4Xa5Xa5Xa5tfa5&c. Batter - Dall and
drooping; fancy creamery )9a20c, choice
Western Beaerve Hal5c, Central Ohio
prime to choice 10al3c. Whisky.Steady
and in good demand at $1 03.
Boos.Good demand and prices a shade

higher; common $2 75a3 25, light $3 30a350,
packing $3 35a3 45, batchers $3 45a3 65.

Allegheny Cattle.
Eant Liberty, May 13.. Cattl* -

Beceipts since Friday 3,893 head of through
and 255 of yard stock; total for the week
5,372 bead of through and 374 of yard,
against 4,892 head of throagh and 1,023 of
yard the week before. Not many Cattle
on hand and nothing doing in the whole¬
sale line. Tbe retail business is also slow
at about %c advance over last week. Best
$5 20a5 75, good butchers' stock $4 75a5 10,
common batchers' stock $4 25*4 50.
Hoo».Receipts 8.470 head; total for the

week 12,210, against 11,330 the week before.
Yorkers $3 50a3 60, PhUadelphiae $3 75a
3 80.
Shkip.Receipt* 4,700 head; total for the

week 13,000, against 13,900 the week before.
Selling at $4 00*5 00. AU sold. Prospect*
fair.

Chicago.
Chicago. May 13..Flour.Unchanged.

Wheat.Fair demand bat at lower rates
and unsettled; No. 2 Chicago spring $110X
casb.l 10K May, $1 07Sal 07K Jane,$l 05
Jaly, No. 3 do $1 00al 03 X, rejected 86c.
Corn.Dull and prices a shade lower at
39 June, 39ftc July, 26XcMay and July.
Rye.Fair demand at 58Ke. Barley.De¬
mand fair and prices higher at 50){c.
Pork.Heavy and active, out weak and
lower at $8 20 cash and May, $8 22)4*8 25
Jane, $8 42**3 45 JaJy, $8 «0aS 62X An-
gust. Lard-In fair demand bat at lower
rates, at $6 75 cash. $6 77Ka6 80 Jane,
$6 85a6 87X July, $6 92'AO 95 August.
Balk Meat*.Active and a shade lower3K
a4%*4He. Alcohol.At 83c bid, 34c asked.
Whisky.Quiet and unchanged at $1 04.

Tele**.
Tolkdo, May 13^-Wheat.Dull; No. 1

white Wabash heldat$l27H, extra white
Michigan held at $1 30. $1 28K bid, amber
Michigan sailer Jane $126; No. 2 red win¬
ter spot$1 20,seller Jane $1 21, No. 3red
$1 13H, Dsvtoo and Michigan red.$l 19*.

¦Dull; high mixed nominally 42iic,

No. 2 and Michigan 27c white 29c.

Hew York.
Niw York, May 13..Flour.Dull and

heavy; No. 2, $2 70*3 75, superfine western
and State $4 15a4 65, common to good ex-
ra western and State $4 80*5 15, good to
choice do $5 05a5 85, common to choice
white wheat weatern extra $5 90a6 50,fancy
do $655a7 75, common to good extra Ohio
$4 85*6 26, common to choice extra St.
I,oui> $4 75a7 75, patent Minnesota extra
to prime |6 50a? 50, choice to double extra
$7 55a8 50. Wheat $1 20Mal21, No. 2
apring at $1 24al 24K. No. 2 Sheboygan
$1 51, No. 2 white *1 20, No. S spring $1 24
al 25No.2 Milwaukee winter red fl 20H,
No. 1 do $1 20Xal 20X- Bye .Shade
firmer with a moderate export demand;
western at 71 He. Barley.Doll and un-
changed.Malt.Quiet and unchanged. Cora
.Slightly in buyers favor with a good ex¬
port and home trade demand; No. 3,48Xa
49c, steam 49Ka50Xc, No. 2, 5lKa51Kc,
Kansasmixed 51>»c, yellow western 52a
54c, white western 54a55}{c. Oats.Mixed
western 34a35Kc, white western at35a38)(.
Hay.Firm; shipping 55a60c. Hops.Dull
and heavy. Coffee.Quiet but firm. Sugar
.Firm with a moderate demand; Cuba 7K
a7Xc, fair to good refining 7X»7 7*16c,
prime 7%c. refined in fair .demand. Mo¬
lasses.Dull and unchanged. Bice.Firm.
Whisky.Dull at $1 06al 06*.

Chicago uttle BarkeL
Chicago, May 13..The Drvoeri Journal

reports:
Cattle.Becelpta 2,800; shipments

1,200; receipts last week 19,000; ahfpments
16,000. Market strong and active; shipping
steers $4 20a5 05, feeders and stockers

auiet and weak at $3 00a4 .0, butchers
rm; cows $2 70a4 25, bulls $2a3 75, steers

$3 60a4 25.
Boos.Beceipts 19,000; shipments 7,000.

receipts lost week 70,000; shipments 29,000.
Market opened dull aud 5al0c lower, and
closed weak; choice heavy $3 20a3 40,
light $3 20a3 25, packing $3 00a3 20. .

tin IKI'.Beceipts 1,200; shipments 1,200.
Market slow; sales at $4 00a5 50.

1'IilladelpiilA.
I'll IlaDelphia, May 13..Flour.DulL

Wheat.Weak; amber at $1 28al 31, red
$126al 28, white $1 32al 35. Corn.Quiet;
yellow 53c, mixed 61>*c, May 51a51Xc,
June 51Xc, July51J£c. Oats.bull; Penn¬
sylvania white 35a36c, western white 35a
36c. western mixed 32a33c. Bye.Dull;
at 08c. Mesa Pork.At $9 50al0 25. Lard-
Dull and unchanged. Butter.Weak;
creamery 18a21c, Western Beserve 16al8c.
Eggs-Easier, western 12al2Kc. Cheese.
Unchange. Petroleum.Easier refined 11c;
crude 9a9tfc. Whisky.Dull; western
$107.

Dry tioodH.
N*w York, Mar 13..Business quiet

with commission booses and importers,
and the jobbing trade ia slugeiah. Cotton
goods are in light demand. White corded
piques more active. Fancy prints quiet
at lower prices. Shirtings in steadv re-

3uest. Staple ginghams in fair demand, bat
ress styles are not so quick. Men's wool*

ens are moving slowly.
Mew Orleans.

New Orleans, May 13..Coffee .Iu
fair demand; R'o cargoes ordinary to prime
14Kal7Kc gold. Hugar.Dull; inferior to
good common Ga6Xc, common to good com*
mon 6%a7Kc, yellow clarified 8 Ho*
la«ses.Quiet; common 18a20c, fair23a26c.
K!ce-8trong and higher, Louiiiana ordi¬
nary to choice 6&a7&c.

I'elrolcuni Market.
PrrrsBtrnon, May 13.. Petroleum-

Quiet; crude at $1 64%al 55 at Parker's,
for immediate shipment; refined at He for
Philadelphia delivery.

Kiver NewN.
River 9 feet, and falling slowly.Weather cloudy and clearing, but cool.
The Mallie Ragon departed for Par-

kerrburgat 10$ o'clock.
The Iron Mountain and barges, from

Pittsburgh, parsed down at 11 a. m.M
The local packets made their regalar

trips with fair business.
The Andes arrived from Cincinnati at

1J r. m.
The Salt Valley, from Pittsburgh,

pasted down last night.
The O'Neal will leave for Pittsburgh

this morning at 7 o'clock.
The Emma Graham will be'due from

Cincinnati at 9 A. M.
The Courier will depart for Parkers-

burg at 10J a. m.
The Andes will leave for Cincinnati at

4 P. M.
Henry Sample, the gentlemanly clerk

of the Katie Stockdale, came down from
Pittsburgh yesterday, and will go down
on the Andes to his home at Ironton.
He says the Stockdale will resume her
trips next Monday.

IBy Telegraph.]
PmsBDRon, May 13..River 0 feet

mil stationary. Weather cloudy and
coot.

REUOLAK TUESDAY PACKET, mmm, _

For Parkersbur*, Pomeroy.Qalll-IjUg}polls, Jrootoo. Huollngtoo, Port»-«^*M«
DOutb, Miyavllle, Cincinnati and Louisville, tbs

Elegant PassengerSteamer
NEW ANDEU Chajj. Mchuouh, Master,

Eo. MmiLKnii, Clerk,
Leavea TUESDAY, Utblnst.atS F.ifcpoalUvelr
Puwn|fn and freight receipted through to ul
point* WEST and SOUIH. Foe freight or paie-
itfe apply on board or to
my11 C. H. BOOTH 4 BOWS.

HEELING, CINCINNATI A PITTSBURG

{Packet Comp'y,
For Ptrkerthura, Pommy, GiUlpolli

Irootoo, Huntington, Portsmouth,
Cincinnati aod Loulivllle.

The following New and Elegant PaaaengerSteam*
era will lea reWheeling:
KATIE STOCKDALE every Monday night.
EMMA OBAHAM every Wadcsaday night.
OBANITE STATE every Friday night
And leave Wheeling every Bandar, Tueadsy and

Wednesday for Pittsburgh.
Passenger* and freight recflpted through to all

points.
For freight or psaaags apply st

1150 Water St., or Pcopla's Wbarfbtat.
II. 8EAMON, Aoknt.

ant7

QHAKLJ2J t DWIOUT,
PRACTICAL CHEMIST9

Is prepared to make earafol and oompl«te analyses
of Iron Ores, Limeatonee, Mineral Waters, ate.

LaaoaiTOBT, Coa. 34th and CHiPUVK Srs.,
WHEELING, W. VA.

1*"

dennison's
CHEAPAND RELIABLE

PATENT
SHIPPING TAGS

FORSALE A T THIS OFFICE.


